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Dear Network Members 
 
Hope you are all well and happy. 
 
 

Widening Horizons Project (WHP) 
 
The Widening Horizons Team have worked extremely hard over the summer 
organising and recruiting to various courses across Lancashire. This 
newsletter includes the Autumn Training Programme for your perusal. 
 
The response to the courses has been very positive with large numbers of 
women showing interest in the courses.  However, once again there appears 
to be a recurring trend of BME women showing interest in a course but then 
dropping out nearer the time for various reasons from family commitments to 
financial implications.  
 
As a team we try to overcome this issue by recruiting 50% above the 
numbers required for the course but it is always disappointing when there is a 
50% – 70% drop out rate.  This not only effects the motivation of the staff but 
impacts on whether the course can go ahead with a consequence for women 
who are keen to learn but cannot do so if a class is cancelled.  We have been 
very fortunate that, in spite of the high drop out rate, most of the courses have 
run smoothly with full numbers.   
 
Unfortunately however, we have had to cancel the Preparing to Teach in the 
Lifelong Learning Sector (PTLLS) course in Preston due to low numbers, 
even though the initial interest was high.  Some of the women in Preston 
have transferred to the Accrington course and others have been signposted 
to other organisations.   
 
The Widening Horizons team have also included a full report of their activities 
within this newsletter so please check this out at your leisure.  
 
Celebration Event  
 
We are in the process of organising a Celebration Event to celebrate the 
achievements of women who worked with us on various projects over the last 
year. The event will be held on Thursday 12th November at Accrington Town 
Hall from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Invitations to Network members, partner 
organisations and women on our projects will be issued shortly.  I do hope 
you will all be available to attend the event and look forward to seeing you on 
the day.  Please confirm your attendance via the reply slip or just give us a 
call.  
 



Please note that due to this event that the Network  meeting to be held 
on the 18 th November has been postponed to Wednesday 9 th December 
2009. 
 
Capacity Building for Women Leaders  
 
We have organised further training for the twenty two women who 
successfully completed the Leadership course delivered in partnership with 
Lancashire County Council across Lancashire before summer.   
 
Two days of inspirational/motivational training is to be delivered in November 
and further details will be available in the next few weeks, as well as two 
more sessions on Understanding Active Citizenship to enhance the 
leadership skills of women. 
 
To receive the latest information and regular communications from the 
LWNMEW team and our partner organisations please join our network by 
completing the membership form, which is available on our website.  Please 
note that the membership requires to be updated on a yearly basis. 
 
This edition of the newsletter is packed with information and I hope you will 
enjoy and share it with others.  Once again, I would like to encourage you to 
give feedback and contribute any articles you would like to share with other 
network readers. 
 

And finally, I would like thank you for your continuing support and wish you all 
success in all that you do.   
 
Jabien Kauser - Project Co-ordination Officer. 
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Widening Horizons Project Update  
 
  

 
 

                              Learning new skills  in Great Harwood . 
Computer courses have gone with a whiz in Great Harwood this term!!! A six week course 
delivered by the Accrington Community & Training (ACT) centre has been well received by 
ladies from Great Harwood. The course that took place at Great Harwood Youth & 
Community Centre was a Basic accredited computer course (City & Guilds Level 1). All 
nine women who have completed the course have extremely enjoyed doing the course 
and have learnt new skills such as word processing, filing etc. They are so proud of their 
achievement that they want to keeping on learning more skills and would like to go on to 
achieving the next level. Also many thanks to Dave Flannigan (course tutor) who has 
made this possible and received an excellent response from the group.      
 

BASIC FIRST AID  across East Lancashire . 
 
This term Basic First Aid has been offered to BME women in Pendle, Accrington and Great 
Harwood. At the moment places are oversubscribed in all the venues but we are still taking 
names to replace any last minute cancellations or future courses we may hold. 

 
PTLLS course( Prepare To Teach in the Life-long Lea rning Sector)  
 
Hard work has gone into organising this course in Preston and Accrington. 
 
PTLLS course has now started at Spring Hill Community Centre in Accrington where 
twelve women have enrolled from across Lancashire. These women are already on the 
path to teaching their specialist subjects to people in the community.  
In Preston, initially to start with there was a very high interest in this course however there 
was a lot of last minute cancellations which had an impact on the numbers actually 
enrolled and so due to this reason the PTLLS booked at one of the venues in Preston had 
to be unfortunately cancelled. 

 
 
 
 



 
Interpreters course Preston  
 
14 women enrolled and successfully completed the interpreter’s course in Preston.  All the 
women found the course to be informative and useful and some of the women expressed 
a wish to do a more advanced course. 
 
Beacon Fell Sports Day  
 
The Beacon Fell Trip went ahead as planned.  One coach departed from Pendle and 
picked up women and children from Preston.  Another coach set off from Accrington.  
Altogether 120 women and children went on the Beacon Fell trip. Most of the women with 
young children enjoyed the day as there were plenty of activities for the children.  These 
included Wellie wangling, archery, three legged race and obstacle race. 
 
Other ladies just enjoyed taking long walks through the park.   
 

.   
 

 
Counselling course, Accrington  
 
The counselling level 2 course started in Accrington on the 29th September.  A group 
interview session was previously held on 23rd September.  14 women attended the group 
interview session.  13 women enrolled on the course. 
 
Pamper yourself with Nature, Accrington  
 
The pamper yourself course started on the 30th September.  8 women enrolled on the 
course. 
 
ESOL with citizenship courses (open days)  
 
Lancashire Wide Network for Minority Ethnic women, in partnership with Accrington & 
Rossendale College are holding two open days for ESOL courses. One open day was held 
at Spring Hill Community Centre, Accrington 10.00 – 12.00 on the 14th October.  The 
second open Day was held at Christchurch, Nelson on the 15th October, 10.00 – 12.00. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Do you have any spare time?  
 
Would you like to be a volunteer? 
 
Then read on here as we may have the perfect 
opportunity for you……. 
 
 
We currently have various volunteering opportunities at Lancashire Wide Network. 
These can range from admin duties to community engagement providing support to 
the team as well as gaining new skills and experience. We have already successfully 
taken on five volunteers and continuing to take on more. We also have an upcoming 
Award Ceremony being held on the 12th November for which we are looking for 
volunteers to help out on the day.  
 
You can come in on the hours/days that suit you (providing we are here!) it could be 
as little as 1 hour a week and there is no maximum, we aim to fit in with your 
existing commitments.  
 
Full training will be given as all our volunteers are expected to go through an 
induction which is arranged prior to starting any volunteer work. 
 
You will gain valuable experience & support along the way. 
 
If anyone is interested in volunteering for Lancashire Wide Network then we would 
love to hear from you!!!  
You can ring our office on 01254 392974 and speak to  
Robina Kauser – Learning and Employment Officer. 
 

Or email on: robina@lancashire-bme-pact.org.uk 
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Assisting those in need, and reducing incidents of ‘honour’-based violence and forced 

marriage in the North West 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



                                                 
This is your Newsletter – if you have any information you wish to publicise i.e. 
courses, training/social events, just let us know. 
 

All contributions and input are welcome �  
 
Use this Newsletter as a vehicle to reach a wider audience. 
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�  01254 392974. 
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Project Co-ordination Officer 
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